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The United States Political System
The legislative branch in the U.S consists of the House of Representatives and the senate. The two houses make up what is known as the United States Congress. The constitution of the United States grants the legislative powers to undertake several functions. One power of the legislature is making laws (Lincove, 2017). The laws that are used in the country are made and passed by the legislative arm of the government. The members of both houses vote for the bills brought in parliament, which are then assented to by the president. Another power is declaration of war. Any intention of going to war must be approved by the legislative arm of the government through the two houses. They vote to give the president the power to proceed with war against an American enemy. They also have the power to control taxing and spending policies (Lincove, 2017). They ensure that particular tax policies are enacted and serve to protect the common people and the business people. The legislative branch also regulates the interstate and foreign commerce. They ensure that the carrying out of trade between states is efficient and follows the laid down procedures. They, therefore, come up with guidelines that are meant to enhance business between states.
The constitution provides three sets of requirements that will be considered before one can be allowed to run for Congress. One requirement for running for Congress is being a citizen of the United States for at least seven years for the house of representative and nine years for the senate (Chemerinsky, 2019) Another requirement is one must be 25 years of age for the House of Representatives and 30 for the senate. The other requirement is that one must have been an inhabitant of the state in which one wishes to run for.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A bill can only become a law having been passed by the majority in the House of Representatives and also the senate and further approved by the president (Chemerinsky, 2019). Congress votes on the bill which is then sent to the senate and to the president for approval. It, therefore, becomes a law when the president signs it to confirm it as a law.
One example of congressional power in action is discussion on tax cuts. They have the power to discuss on various ways of reducing the tax burden on the people. Through this, they ensure the people are not overtaxed for the benefit of a few people. Another example is the approval of treaties signed by the president. Congress goes over the treaties that have been initiated and signed by the president. This is meant to ensure that the treaties are set to benefit the whole country and not just a few individuals. This is evident in the various treaties signed over the years. The third example is the impeachment s conducted on federal officers. The Congress has carried out several impeachments that are meant to deal with federal officers who may have abused their powers or involved themselves in acts that go against the constitution (Lincove, 2017). The impeachment process is commenced by the Congress and leads to the persons implicated being removed from office and barred from holding public office in the future.
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